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Remarks at a State Dinner Honoring
President Havel
September 16, 1998

The President. Good evening, ladies and
gentlemen, President Havel, Mrs. Havlova,
friends from the Czech Republic, my fellow
Americans. Welcome to the White House,
Mr. President.

As a playwright, you could hardly have
written a more dramatic scenario than the
one you have in fact lived over the last 10
years. Your Presidency has reminded people
around the world that words do matter, that
creativity has a place in politics, that a na-
tion’s strength is measured not by its ability
to control people but rather by the opposite:
its success in moving and empowering them.

As you showed us in the press conference
today, you have never lost the honesty, spon-
taneity, the contagious friendliness of your
writing. I feel quite certain no other head
of state would have appointed Frank Zappa
as a cultural ambassador—[laughter]—or
taken our favorite Czech-American, Mad-
eleine Albright, out on the town in New York
to hear some good music; or given the Presi-
dent of the United States a personally in-
scribed tenor saxophone and forced him to
play it. [Laughter]

Since you became President, you have
brought back democracy and civil society.
You have led the Czech Republic to a place
of prominence in the new Europe, and we
look forward to your becoming a member of
NATO.

Together we have been partners in Bosnia
and in other Balkan trouble spots, working
to repair the ravages of intolerance and injus-
tice. And together we will be partners to
build a peaceful, prosperous, and free Eu-
rope in the 21st century.

We value our ties to the Czech people.
The first Czechs arrived in the New World
in the 17th century, and many more came
in the wake of the revolution of 1848. Dvorak

composed his magnificent, ‘‘New World
Symphony,’’ borrowing the rhythms he heard
during his travels across the United States,
especially from African-American folk music.
The flag of the Czech Republic was designed
and first flown in New York to honor a visit
by the great patriot Tomas Masaryk. From
athletes to artists, from actors to astronauts,
from secretaries to Secretaries of State,
Czech-Americans, many of whom are here
tonight, have lent their gifts to our grateful
Nation.

We shared the world’s sadness when
Czechoslovakia lost its freedom 50 years ago.
We felt a similar sense of loss when the
Prague Spring was followed by Soviet inva-
sion in 1968. But you and your comrades,
Mr. President, taught us again that all sea-
sons are cyclical, that spring always returns.
In 1989, your Velvet Revolution rejuvenated
the entire world.

There is an old Czech-American saying
that too much wisdom does not produce
courage. That’s a nice way of saying, I think,
that too much time spent in books may keep
people too much away from the active world.
Mr. President, you have lived a life of the
mind and a life of action. You have shown
us wisdom and courage. You have made us
believe that we can not only dream our
dreams but redeem them.

Ladies and gentlemen, I ask you to join
me in a toast to the President of the Czech
Republic, Mrs. Havlova, and to the people
of the Czech Republic.

[At this point, President Havel made brief re-
marks, offered a toast, and then presented
President Clinton with the Order of the
White Lion.]

The President. If I put all this on—
[laughter]—I may feel like royalty.

Mr. President, I first saw Prague in the
second week of January in 1970. I was a
young student of no visible means and fairly
poor prospects. I remember that I went to
Prague with a pair of rawhide boots and a
Navy pea jacket I bought in the Army-Navy
surplus store. But I learned something there
that is as vivid to me today as it was then.

When all of you were at a moment of de-
spair, I saw in the young students I met there
a love for freedom that you gave life to again.

VerDate 11-SEP-98 10:05 Sep 23, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00042 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P38SE4.017 TXED02 PsN: TXED02



1811Administration of William J. Clinton, 1998 / Sept. 17

And whenever I look at this award, I will
know that it’s too grand for me to wear, but
I will be very glad that we could do some-
thing in the United States, through NATO,
to help ensure that that freedom will never,
ever be lost again.

Thank you, sir.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:53 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Dagmar Havlova, wife of President
Havel.

Message to the Congress Reporting
on the National Emergency With
Respect to Iran
September 16, 1998

To the Congress of the United States:
I hereby report to the Congress on devel-

opments concerning the national emergency
with respect to Iran that was declared in Ex-
ecutive Order 12957 of March 15, 1995, and
matters relating to the measures in that order
and in Executive Order 12959 of May 6,
1995, and in Executive Order 13059 of Au-
gust 19, 1997. This report is submitted pursu-
ant to section 204(c) of the International
Emergency Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C.
1703(c) (IEEPA), section 401(c) of the Na-
tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c),
and section 505(c) of the International Secu-
rity and Development Cooperation Act of
1985, 22 U.S.C. 2349aa–9(c). This report dis-
cusses only matters concerning the national
emergency with respect to Iran that was de-
clared in Executive Order 12957 and does
not deal with those relating to the emergency
declared on November 14, 1979, in connec-
tion with the hostage crisis.

1. On March 15, 1995, I issued Executive
Order 12957 (60 Fed. Reg. 14615, March 17,
1995) to declare a national emergency with
respect to Iran pursuant to IEEPA, and to
prohibit the financing, management, or su-
pervision by United States persons of the de-
velopment of Iranian petroleum resources.
This action was in response to actions and
policies of the Government of Iran, including
support for international terrorism, efforts to
undermine the Middle East peace process,
and the acquisition of weapons of mass de-
struction and the means to deliver them. A

copy of the Order was provided to the Speak-
er of the House and the President of the Sen-
ate by letter dated March 15, 1995.

Following the imposition of these restric-
tions with regard to the development of Ira-
nian petroleum resources, Iran continued to
engage in activities that represent a threat
to the peace and security of all nations, in-
cluding Iran’s continuing support for inter-
national terrorism, its support for acts that
undermine the Middle East peace process,
and its intensified efforts to acquire weapons
of mass destruction. On May 6, 1995, I issued
Executive Order 12959 (60 Fed. Reg. 24757,
May 9, 1995) to further respond to the Ira-
nian threat to the national security, foreign
policy, and economy of the United States.
The terms of that order and an earlier order
imposing an import ban on Iranian-origin
goods and services (Executive Order 12613
of October 29, 1987) were consolidated and
clarified in Executive Order 13059 of August
19, 1997.

At the time of signing Executive Order
12959, I directed the Secretary of the Treas-
ury to authorize through specific licensing
certain transactions, including transactions
by United States persons related to the Iran-
United States Claims Tribunal in The Hague,
established pursuant to the Algiers Accords,
and related to other international obligations
and U.S. Government functions, and trans-
actions related to the export of agricultural
commodities pursuant to preexisting con-
tracts consistent with section 5712(c) of title
7, United States Code. I also directed the
Secretary of the Treasury, in consultation
with the Secretary of State, to consider au-
thorizing United States persons through spe-
cific licensing to participate in market-based
swaps of crude oil from the Caspian Sea area
for Iranian crude oil in support of energy
projects in Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, and
Turkmenistan.

Executive Order 12959 revoked sections
1 and 2 of Executive Order 12613 of October
29, 1987, and sections 1 and 2 of Executive
Order 12957 of March 15, 1995, to the extent
they are inconsistent with it. A copy of Exec-
utive Order 12959 was transmitted to the
Congressional leadership by letter dated May
6, 1995.
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